Commentary on Ruth

Arno Gaebelein (1861-1945) was an American Methodist minister and Bible commentator. In
his classic commentary on the Book of Ruth, he writes, The typical dispensational meaning of
the story of Ruth is interesting and has many blessed lessons. (The best application we have
seen is in the Numerical Bible to which we acknowledge our indebtedness.) Ruth is often
given as a type of the Church, as the bride of Christ. This application is difficult to make and
leaves much of the beautiful story unexplained. Naomi represents Israel in unbelief, widowed
and in bitterness. Ruth is the type of the remnant, who is called and received back by grace
(like the sinners of the Gentiles) identifying itself with Israelâ€™s ruin, as Ruth identified
herself with Naomi. The Kinsman-Redeemer, who espouses their cause and through whom
Naomiâ€™s bitterness is changed to joy, who marries Ruth, is the type of the Redeemer,
Christ.
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